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Walk across the Quad, however, from venerable Massachusetts
Hall past the newly restored Romanesque towers of the
Chapel to the Gothic bulwark of Hubbard Hall and beyond
to Coffin Street, and there is nothing to tell you that this his-
toric New England college campus is anything but a 19th
century architectural treasure trove. The greening of Bowdoin
is virtually invisible. Yet beneath its traditional façade beats
the heart of a 21st century college committed to sustainable
design and determined to reduce its environmental impact.

“My view is to have a strategic plan to make us more sus-
tainable. That’s been my passion since I got here,” says S.
Catherine (Palevsky) Longley ’76, Senior Vice President for
Finance and Administration and Treasurer. “Part of the chal-
lenge is that we have an historic campus and keeping that
great feeling while modernizing buildings is not always easy.”

Since coming to Bowdoin in 2002 from her former position
as Commissioner of the Maine Department of Professional
and Financial Regulation, Katy Longley has been leading

Bowdoin’s concerted effort to reduce energy consumption
and solid waste in order to make the College more environ-
mentally friendly and economically efficient. The new Coffin
Street Dormitories are just the most complete manifestations
of these green initiatives to date.Designed by Cambridge, Massachusetts, architect Kyu
Sung Woo, the $14 million dorms are models of sustainable
and contextual design. The clean, contemporary red brick
lines fit in modestly with the dominant aesthetic of the cam-
pus, yet it is what you don’t see that makes the dorm com-
plex cutting edge in terms of sustainability.Seven 1,500-foot wells deliver groundwater to the base-
ment of the West Dorm where an array of heat pumps and
compressors, using a process that might best be described
as “refrigeration in reverse,” takes the water from 50
degrees to 180 degrees in order to heat the two buildings.
And geothermal heat is just the most obvious green feature
of the new dorms. 

F
IFTEEN HUNDRED FEET BELOW THE BOWDOIN COLLEGE CAMPUS, THE TEMPERATURE OF

THE GROUNDWATER IS A CONSTANT 50 DEGREES. BY DRILLING A SERIES OF WELLS, PUMPING

THE WATER TO THE SURFACE AND RUNNING IT THROUGH COMPRESSORS AND HEAT

EXCHANGERS, IT IS POSSIBLE TO HEAT AND COOL ENTIRE BUILDINGS WITH GROUNDWATER

WHILE REDUCING BOTH THE COLLEGE’S RELIANCE ON FOSSIL FUELS AND ITS PRODUCTION

OF GREENHOUSE GASES. AND THAT IS JUST WHAT THE COLLEGE HAS DONE WITH THE NEW RESIDENCE

HALLS ON COFFIN STREET, THE TWIN FIRST-YEAR RESIDENT HALLS THAT OPENED IN THE FALL OF 2005.

NEW GEOTHERMAL RESIDENCE HALLS CROWNTHE COLLEGE’S COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY.  BY EDGAR ALLEN BEEM

Architectural photos by Robert Benson.

INVISIBLEGREENINGOF  BOWDOIN
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