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URBS 1320/AFRS 1320/HIST 1320 Racial and Ethnic Conflict in U.S. Cities 
Professor Brian Purnell 
Course Description: 
American cities have been historic cauldrons of racial and ethnic conflict. Concentrates on urban 
violence in American cities since 1898. Students study moments of conflict during the early 
republic and the nineteenth century. Topics examined include the post-Reconstruction pogroms 
that overturned interracial democracy; the Red Summer and its historical memory; the ways race 
and ethnicity shaped urban residential space; the effects of immigration on urban political 
economy and society, and the conflicts over space, labor, and social relations that arose; and the 
waves of urban violence that spread across the country in the mid-1960s. Note: This course is 
part of the following field(s) of study: United States. 
No prerequisites. 
 
URBS 2004/DCS 2335/ENVS 2004 Understanding Place: GIS and Remote Sensing 
Professor Eileen Johnson 
Course Description: 
Geographical information systems (GIS) organize and store spatial information for geographical 
presentation and analysis. They allow rapid development of high-quality maps and enable 
powerful and sophisticated investigation of spatial patterns and interrelationships. Introduces 
concepts of cartography, database management, remote sensing, and spatial analysis. Examines 
GIS and remote sensing applications for natural resource management, environmental health, 
and monitoring and preparing for the impacts of climate change from the Arctic to local-level 
systems. Emphasizes both natural and social science applications through a variety of applied 
exercises and problems culminating in a semester project that addresses a specific environmental 
application. Students have the option of completing a community-based project.  
No prerequisites. 
 
URBS 2202/SOC 2022 Cities and Society 
Professor Theo Greene 
Course Description: 
Investigates the political, economic, and sociocultural development of cities and metropolitan 
areas with a focus on American cities and a spotlight on neighborhoods and local communities. 
Traces major theories of urbanization and considers how cities also represent contested sites 
where diverse citizens use urban space to challenge, enact, and resist social change on the local, 
state, and national levels. Topics include economic and racial/ethnic stratification; the rise and 
fall of suburban and rural areas; the production and maintenance of real and imagined 
communities; the production and consumption of culture; crime; immigration; sexuality and 
gender; and urban citizenship in the global city. This course satisfies the Introductory Survey 
requirement for the Urban Studies minor. 
Prerequisite: SOC 1101 
 

https://www.bowdoin.edu/urban-studies/requirements/index.html


URBS 2215/ANTH 2215 Mapping the Social World: Geographic Information Systems in  
Social Science Research  
Professor Lauren Kohut 
Course Description: 
Examines the use of geographical information systems (GIS) to organize, analyze, and visualize 
spatial data within social science and humanities research. Introduces foundational concepts of 
cartography, database design, spatial data representation, and data visualization. Provides hands-
on experience in spatial data collection, three-dimensional modeling, spatial analysis, spatial 
network analysis, and spatial statistics. The application of GIS to areas of social scientific and 
humanistic inquiry are explored through examination of case studies, weekly laboratory 
exercises, and an individual semester project that culminates in a conference-style research 
poster. Case studies and data sets are drawn from anthropology, archaeology, and related fields, 
such as sociology, history, and cultural geography. 
Prerequisites: ANTH 1101-1103 or SOC 1101 
 
URBS 2431/ENVS 2431/ARTH 2430 Modern Architecture 
Professor Jill Pearlman 
Course Description: 
Examines major buildings, architects, architectural theories, and debates during the modern 
period, with a strong emphasis on Europe through 1900, and both the United States and Europe 
in the twentieth century. Central issues of concern include architecture as an important carrier of 
historical, social, and political meaning; changing ideas of history and progress in built form; and 
the varied architectural responses to industrialization. Attempts to develop students’ visual acuity 
and ability to interpret architectural form while exploring these and other issues. 
No Prerequisites 
 
URBS 2587/ASNS 2587/HIST 2346 Cities of the Global South 
Professor Rachel Sturman 
Course Description: 
Examines the history, cultures, and politics of major cities shaped by histories of colonialism, the 
Cold War, and contemporary neoliberalism. We will consider the changing roles that these cities 
have played in colonial, national, and global economies, as well as the ideologies, aesthetic 
theories, and pragmatic contexts that have shaped their built environments. Key themes include: 
colonial and postcolonial urban planning and its limits; spatial inequalities; impacts of war and 
mass violence; urban economies; and the everyday sensory life of the city. Examples of possible 
cities include: Mumbai, New Delhi, Saigon, Manila, Cairo, Nairobi, and Lagos. This course is part of 
the following field(s) of study: South Asia and Colonial Worlds. It fulfills the non-Euro/US 
requirement for history majors and minors. This course satisfies the Introductory Survey and the 
non-US requirement for the Urban Studies minor. 
No Prerequisites   
 


