
 

 
 

Spring 2019 Faculty/Staff Book Group:  
The Spark of Learning 

 

Historically we have constructed our classrooms with the assumption that learning 
is a dry, staid affair best conducted in quiet tones and ruled by an unemotional 
consideration of the facts. The field of education, however, is beginning to awaken 
to the potential power of emotions to fuel learning, informed by contributions 
from psychology and neuroscience. In friendly, readable prose, Sarah Rose 
Cavanagh argues that if you as an educator want to capture your students' 
attention, harness their working memory, bolster their long-term retention, and 
enhance their motivation, you should consider the emotional impact of your 
teaching style and course design. To make this argument, she brings to bear a 
wide range of evidence from the study of education, psychology, and 
neuroscience, and she provides practical examples of successful classroom 
activities from a variety of disciplines in secondary and higher education. 
 
Reviews: 
"A phenomenal contribution to the scholarship on teaching and learning. Cavanagh immediately engages her 
audience through narrative and humor and manages to cover almost every major insight from the literature. 
This book can be profitably read by anyone who cares about teaching." -- Elizabeth Barre, Rice University  

"Cavanagh urges us to take seriously the role of emotions in student learning, offering research-driven advice 
on how to grab students' attention, motivate them, keep them engaged, and maximize chances of learning. 
This book will be of significant interest to faculty concerned about effective pedagogy." -- Jay R. Howard, Butler 
University 

In order to meet varied scheduling needs, two groups will be offered on the same day: 
A. 11:45-1:00 in Thorne-Hutchinson (includes lunch)  
B. 4:15-5:00 PM in Kanbar 102  

 
Each group will meet 3 times in the semester: 

• Tuesday, February 19 (Intro-Chapter 2) 

• Tuesday, April 2 (Chapters 3 & 4) 

• Tuesday, April 30 (Chapters 5- Conclusion) 
 

The first 20 people to commit to all three meeting dates will receive a free book! 
Register: https://tinyurl.com/SparkofLearningBookGroup 
For more information, please contact Katie Byrnes:  kbyrnes@bowdoin.edu. 

https://tinyurl.com/SparkofLearningBookGroup



