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Deutsch 1101 (A und B) 
M, W, F   8:30 a.m./1:30 p.m. , Sills 107; plus Konversation (TA-session, arranged)  
    
die Professorin: Birgit Tautz  
die Assistent: Monty Barker   
   
Office: Sills Hall 108 
Phone: 798-7079 (voice mail only M-W; F) 
e-mail: btautz (I’ll check my e-mail M-F in the mornings and/or at night before 8 p.m.)  
Office Hours: W 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 4:00-4:30 p.m., F 2:30-3:30 p.m. and gladly by appointment  
 

Guten Tag und Willkommen! Welcome to Elementary German! 

 

 
  

Your reasons for studying German may be very different: an interest in foreign languages, art and 
history, music and travel, politics and business, your personal heritage, or preparation for study 
abroad. You may be interested in joining the German professional soccer league, in reading an 
opera libretto in the original, in writing a fan letter to Diane Kruger, or in navigating the system of 
underground tunnels in Vienna (where the movie “The Third Man” was shot). Maybe, you want to 
dig up your German-speaking ancestry or study scholarly and professional materials in German. 
Whatever it is that sparked your interest, I welcome you to our course. 

Elementary German is an introduction to German culture. The course will expand your 
cultural knowledge as it develops your linguistic abilities and vice versa. You will delve into the 
language spoken by approximately 100 million people as their native language. At the end of this 
semester, you will be able to read, understand, and talk about a short story, a cartoon, and a film in 
German. Most importantly, you will be able to speak about yourself and your life: The course 
might as well have a subtitle, “das Selbst.” (Hint: This is a cognate, i.e. a word that is similar in 
English. The letter “b” in German corresponds, frequently, to an English “f”. In a textbox above, 
you see many cognates.) You will acquire and use a variety of culturally appropriate linguistic 
skills, from buying food to sharing your plans for the future with others. Parallel to these glimpses 
into contemporary culture in the German-speaking countries, we will learn about selected historical 
events and processes in the largest of these countries, Germany. We will explore excerpts from a 
book on the history and culture of Germany and thus study culture in more depth than the language 
textbook, with its focus on contemporary everyday activities, allows.   

Following the completion of elementary German (1101 and 1102), you’ll have a variety of options 
to hone your interest in German-language culture – And we will have plenty of opportunities to 
discuss them both inside and outside of class. Please see me – either during office hours or after 
you’ve made an appointment - if you have any concerns, wishes or simply want to chat. I am 
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"I found my smattering of German very useful here; indeed, I don’t know how I 
should be able to get on without it." (Jonathan Harker on his way to Transylvania 
to visit a certain Count in Bram Stoker’s Dracula, 1897 
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particularly happy to talk to you about program options and study abroad, and I urge you to get to 
know your T.A., Monty Barker, as well as other more advanced students in the program and our 
teaching fellow from Mainz, Alexander Grundhöfer. They are, along with your professors, your 
most direct link to German culture today. In the course of the semester, we will periodically discuss 
program options and extra-curricular events, and establish links among other academic fields, 
German and European culture, and the world in general. 

Materials (Note: Blackboard will be populated chapter by chapter.) 
§ Deutsch: Na Klar! 6th edition, (textbook only). E-versions, binder-ready versions, etc. are 

acceptable but you must bring a copy to class (see Clegg-page for Bowdoin) 
§ Felix& Theo, Oktoberfest. E-versions, binder-ready versions, etc. are acceptable but you 

must bring a copy to class (see Clegg-page for Bowdoin) 
§ Additional materials posted listed in syllabi and posted on blackboard. 
§ Our schedules (semester overview and topic/chapter version). You must have them readily 

available, all the time, in order to make slight modifications if necessary. They will also be 
posted on blackboard. 

§ If you feel that you need to brush up on grammatical concepts, please get the book English 
Grammar for Students of German, by Zorach and Melin, either from amazon.com or 
through Clegg. 

§ Looking ahead: German-German Aps and dictionaries (Pons, Langenscheidt), see also 
Blackboard 

Requirements and Evaluation: 
1) Class Participation and Preparation – 50%, includes 

• Seven little, previously announced vocabulary quizzes @10 minutes each (10%)  
• Weekly Conversation (10%) 
• Written portfolios, including three projects (15%) 
• In-class activities, including but not limited to history and culture units (Schulze), 

participation/preparation points, Reading and Culture units discussion, performance 
of dialogs, discussion of worksheets (15%) 

 
2) Four Tests (one at the end of each two-chapter unit, please keep in mind that the last 

test will take place as a take home due at beginning of finals week) – 12% each; all 
skills (listening, reading, writing, grammar) plus culture. Best of four tests gets 2% 
extra. (Total 50%) 

 
More than three unexcused absences will affect your class participation and preparation grade. 
 
Format (How to prepare for and participate in class, when to complete assignments etc.): 

The class meets three times a week during the scheduled class periods; in addition you will meet 
with Monty for a weekly culture and conversation hour. Please keep in mind that you can come 
to either the morning or afternoon session. Monty and I will do our best to provide an 
intellectually stimulating and fun atmosphere for learning German. 

The only way to learn German is by using it – therefore, active participation and good preparation is 
key. You will find out that we will use all kinds of means of communication, as long as we don’t 
have to use English! (Occasionally, we will use English in the discussion of history. Even the 
translation of vocabulary items will be gradually phased out and we will paraphrase in German, use 
synonyms [words that mean the same], spellings, etc.) 

The study of a language, perhaps more so than other academic subjects, needs continuous work 
rather than “study blocks.” In other words, devoting 30-60 minutes each day to language study is 
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more effective than 3 hours on any Sunday night. Also, individuals study languages in different 
ways: some people need visual examples, while others respond well to listening comprehension. 
You may be in a situation where you can get away with much less work than the average student in 
one area and might need to spend extra time in another. In the course of the semester, I will make 
individualized recommendations on “focus areas.” I will also structure the topic syllabi (the 
detailed assignments for each chapter) to assist you with language study every day.  

Topic or chapter syllabi allow us to be flexible with the course material. They will assist me in 
responding to the particular needs of the sections in any given area. The master syllabus lists all 
the tests, assignments that need to be handed in, creative work, and periods of self-study. 
Vocabulary quizzes, which are tied to day-to-day work are listed on the respective topic or 
chapter syllabus only. 

Day-to-day work is very important. In any case, it is essential that you follow the schedules set 
forth in the syllabi. Before class, complete the homework assignments/exercises/readings listed in 
the syllabus for that day. That is, work through the pages listed in the syllabus under homework 
for that day (i.e. homework for Wednesday will be listed under Wednesday and must be 
completed Monday afternoon or Tuesday), study the vocabulary in the context in which it is 
presented, take notes in the book or in a notebook. All exercises listed as “Schreiben Sie!” must be 
completed in writing and handed in as part of Portfolio on the dates listed in master and topic 
syllabus. All items which must be included in these portfolios will also be listed on blackboard. 
Please keep in mind that we will not always go through all the exercises you prepared; often, 
we will modify and apply what you worked with at home. Similarly, the “Grammatik im 
Kontext” sections introduce grammar – please read these sections very carefully. In class, we will 
do applied grammar work in context – in other words, I will not explain the grammatical 
construction. Be sure to note any questions you may have! 

Both in preparation for each class session and during class, active participation is key, even if you 
might occasionally offer erroneous answers. Throughout the semester, you will acquire a lot of 
strategies for studying the German language and you will develop your personal style, emphasizing 
what works particularly well for you. I will meet with each of you early on in the semester, and we 
can discuss strategies, concerns and interests you may have. During that meeting, you will also read 
a short text and I will give you personalized recommendation on particular listening comprehension 
and pronunciation sections to complete.  

Finally, here are two tips for everybody: (1) regular session-to-session study (not just for a test) 
really pays off; it is efficient, the only way to learn a language (as recent research suggests) and 
definitely more rewarding and fun, and (2) trying to think in German makes language-learning 
more fun and “less artificial” as well …Hey, who prevents you from muttering the German words 
for “tree,” “building” and “bird” when you see these things as you stroll lonely across campus on 
your way to Sills Hall! 

Additional Information: 
Since this course involves so many relatively small assignments, there is a chance that one or the 
other may coincide with a religious holiday. If you observe the holiday, please let me know of 
absences or desires for alternative arrangements and I will grant them.  
Please keep in mind all the resources offered by Dean of Students office, Health Center, and 
center for Teaching and Learning to manage stress and support available. And please do not 
hesitate to contact me – communicate, my office door is open (metaphorically speaking at least). 
 
Extra-Credit Options: 
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Event with Sonja Klocke, UW Madison, on 25 years of German Unification (October 15) and 
German Film at International Film Festival (November 3). Both events at 7 p.m., details 
forthcoming 

Viel Spass beim Deutschlernen! 
 
The semester syllabus lists the distribution of workload, tests, and major assignments for the 
semester. Conversation practice is additional, daily assignments will be listed by chapter in 
order to accommodate students’ strength, pace, etc. Individual areas of focus will be identified 
in the course of the semester and communicated to each student. Gradually, we will also 
introduce additional study tools and techniques. I encourage you to attend and actively 
participate in German table in the second half of the semester (5:30-7 p.m. Pinette Rm in 
Thorne). 
 
Please approach me if you have any questions and keep this, and chapter syllabi, for easy 
reference. 
 
Montag Mittwoch Freitag 
 
 

 4.September 
Einführung (introduction) in 
den Kurs: Willkommen! 
Das Konzept des Kognats 

7.September 
Einführung 

9.September 
Einführung 

11.September 
Einführung 
  

14.September 
Mini- Quiz Einführung 
Kapitel 1 

16.September 
Kapitel 1 

18.September 
Kapitel 1 
Portfolio I  
Deutsche Geschichte I 

21.September 
Kapitel 1 
Deutsche Geschichte I 

23.September 
Mini-Quiz Kapitel 1 
Kapitel 1 
Deutsche Geschichte I 

25.September 
Test E&1 
Deutsche Geschichte I 

28.September 
Deutsche Geschichte I 
diskutieren (Arbeitsblatt) 
Projekt 1: Personenporträt 

30.September 
Kapitel 2 
Projekt 1: Personenproträt 
abgeben 

2.Oktober 
Kapitel 2 (no class, 
independent study worksheet) 
 

5.Oktober 
Kapitel 2 
 
 

7.Oktober 
Kapitel 2 
Mini-Quiz 2 
 

9. Oktober 
Kapitel 2/Kapitel 3 
Integratives Projekt 

12.Oktober 
Ferien 
 

14.Oktober 
Kapitel 3  
Deutsche Geschichte II 
 

16.Oktober 
Kapitel 3   
Deutsche Geschichte II 
Portfolio II 

19.Oktober 
Kapitel 3 
Mini-Quiz 3 

21.Oktober 
Kapitel 2 und 3 wiederholen 
Deutsche Geschichte II 
diskutieren 
 

23.Oktober 
Test Kap. 2&3 



5 
 

5 

26.Oktober 
Projekt 2: die Einladung zur 
Party 
Kapitel 4 
Oktoberfest 

28.Oktober 
Kapitel 4 
Oktoberfest 

30.Oktober 
Kapitel 4 
Oktoberfest 

2. November 
Kapitel 4 
Oktoberfest 

4.November 
Mini-Quiz 4 
Kapitel 4 
Oktoberfest 
 

6.November 
Kapitel 4/Kapitel 7 
Oktoberfest 

9.November 
Kapitel 7 
Oktoberfest 

11.November 
Kapitel 7 
Oktoberfest 

13.November 
Kapitel 7 
Portfolio III 

16.November 
Kapitel 7 
Mini-Quiz 7 

18.November 
Kap 4 & 7 Wiederholung 
Rückblick/Ausblick 
Oktoberfest 

20.November 
Test Kap 4 & 7 

23.November 
Kapitel 5 

25.November 
Erntedankfest frei 

27.November 
Erntedankfest frei 

30.November 
Kapitel 5 
Oktoberfest 

2.Dezember 
Kapitel 5 
Oktoberfest 

4.Dezember 
Kapitel 5 
Oktoberfest 
Mini-Quiz 5 

7.Dezember 
Kap. 5 
Projekt 3: Kochrezept 
Take-Home Test wird 
ausgeteilt 

9.Dezember 
Kap. 5 & Wiederholung 
Oktoberfest 

11.Dezember 
Kap. 5 
Oktoberfest 

 
 
A detailed schedule for reading Oktoberfest will be distributed at a later time.   
 
I suggest that you collect your specific, written assignments (Portfolios and projects) in a soft 
folder, solely reserved for the German assignments to be handed in – all work on back of, in 
company of, or in the erased margins of math, biology, etc. problem sets or in sketch books will 
be rejected…Please remove flash cards, study tools, love letters, etc, before turning in your 
work as I cannot guarantee their safekeeping; they may be attacked by my assistant’s purple 
pen. 
 
Please see me if and whenever you have questions or concerns! 
 
Test Kapitel 5 will contain a small cumulative portion and will be a take-home exam. It will be 
due no later than December 15, leaving you a whole week to complete. Details on submission 
are forthcoming. 
 
 
 
 
 


