Family Guide



sbergero
Typewritten Text

sbergero
Typewritten Text

sbergero
Typewritten Text
Bowdoin College Museum of Art
Brunswick, Maine
October 15, 2015–March 6, 2016


Look down at your feet. Ever wondered what you're standing
on? Or what the earth is made of? Lend your imagination

to this exploration of how Africa’s artists and communities

have used the land and its resources as inspiration.

To begin...

Geologists estimate the earth is more than 4.5 billion
years old and has gone through many changes during
that time.

This guide to Earth Matters: Land as Material and Metaphor in the
Arts of Africa has been supported through Smithsonian Institution
funds from the Consortium for Valuing World Cultures and the Consortium

for Understanding the American Experience.

The National Museum of African Art partnered with curators, educators and
scientists at the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum, National
Museum of American History, National Museum of Natural History, the
Smithsonian Conservation and Biodiversity Institute, the Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center, the Smithsonian Gardens, the Smithsonian
Global Earth Observatory, NASA, US Botanic Garden, Us Department of
Agriculture, MDA Information Systems, and the Environmental Film Festival
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Let’s start looking and unearth some new ideas!
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Material Earth

What does the word earth mean to you?
Clay? Sand? Grass? How about salt?

The earth’s surface—it’s rocky crust—is
largely made of oxygen, silicon, aluminum,

and iron.

Find examples
of these earthen
materials in the

exhibition.

The earth, its minerals and natural materials,

can contain many colors.

Can you spot
these colors of
the earth in this

sculpture?

red
camwood
gray
white & iron
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Bogolan cloth is an artistic tradition from

the country of Mali.
The Bamana word bogolanfini means
bogo, “earth” or “mud”;

lan, “with” or “by means of,”
and fini, “cloth.”

Look
around the
RIGHT gallery to find

NAKUNTE DIARRA . .
B. C. 1939, KOLOKANI, MALI this pcunted
BOGOLAN CLOTH (MUD-DYED CLOTH; DETAIL)

1992 cloth
MUD, COTTON

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART,

ANONYMOUS GIFT, 2012-9-1

BELOW

ANDREW PUTTER

B. 1965, SOUTH AFRICA

HOTTENTOTS HOLLAND: FLORA CAPENSIS 2
2008

ARCHIVAL PIGMENT INK ON COTTON

RAG PAPER

PHOTOGRAPHY AND COMPO

TONY MEINTJES

FLOWER AR

Find a still life.

Visit the National Museum

of Natural History’s exhibition
The Mud Masons of Mali to learn
more about hand building struct-
ures in West Africa with earth.



Po wer o f th € Ea rth Look carefully to find

A sculpture is a three-dimensional (height + length + these materials

depth) work made by carving, modeling, or welding hard

materials like wood, metal, stone, pottery, bone, and ivory

into works of art. elephant
African artists often add hair

mixtures of plants and feathers

medicinal material to their

sculptures over time. Soil

taken from places such as a

glass
village’s first establishment .
g beads animal
. 2
or site, an ancestor’s grave, fur
or from an anthill located at
the center of an important
field are charged with his-
tory, stories, and memories.
Artists use them to commu-
nicate ideas about strength
and energy.
Do you have a prized posses-
sion that reminds you of a
powerful story? Share your
story with your group.
LEFT
PUNU ARTIST, GABON
Can you RELIQUARY ENSEMBLE: FEMALE
find this HALF-FIGURE
19TH CENTURY
object by an WOOD, KAOLIN PIGMENTS, HIDE, VEGE-
TABLE FIBER, RELICS, ORGANIC MATTER
artist from MUSEE DU QUAI BRANLY, PARIS, FRANCE,

71.1943.0.433

Which words Gabon?

describe these ABOVE

TEKE ARTIST, REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
BUTI OR NKIBA (HEALING FIGURE)
carj MID-20TH CENTURY
ng . WOOD, PIGMENT, CLOTH, ENCRUSTATION,
mystenous ELEPHANT HAIR
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART,
BEQUEST OF ELIOT ELISOFON, 73-7-399

works to you?

Pr"-"ate

peaceful healing beautiful



Imagining the
Underground

Creatures that can move, tunnel, hibernate, and live both

underground and on the earth’s surface are symbols of

transformation and extraordinary ability.

What have you found while
digging in the ground or
at the beach? Share it with

your group.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

EDO ARTIST, BENIN KINGDOM
COURT STYLE, NIGERIA

PLAQUE

MID-16TH TO 17TH CENTURY
COPPER ALLOY

FIELD MUSEUM, CHICAGO, #8259

Can you find . ..

BAMUM ARTIST, GRASSFIELDS
REGION, CAMEROON Snake
HELMET MASK

MID-20TH CENTURY

WOOD

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART,
GIFT OF WARREN M. ROBBINS, 76-57-1

jsh
mudfis SPide,

OUATCHI ARTIST, TOGO
FIGURATIVE POT
EARLY 20TH CENTURY . . .
TERRACOTTA Did you notice that the National Museum
AFRIKA MUSEUM, BERG EN DAL, . .

of African Art is 96% underground?

THE NETHERLANDS, 599-4



Strategies of
the Surface

Find three different landscapes with

Find a
landscape

painting that
has a big
blue sky

Which words describe
this scene to you?




ABOVE
POSTCARDS OF EGYPT
€. 1925

LEFT TO RIGHT
GENERAL VIEW OF THE PYRAMIDS, CAIRO
EEPA 2001-001-4076

This Mbuti bark cloth is reported to be a map of life in the

THE PYRAMIDS AT GHIZEH

EEPA 2001-001-4226 forest. The drawings represent landmarks such as water-
THE PASSENGER IN THE DESERT . .

Y ways, forest clearings, hunting areas, and camp.

STEPHEN GRANT POSTCARD COLLECTION

ELIOT ELISOFON PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES, . . .

A L DS O ARG AR Maps can contain easily recognizable landmarks that we
OPPOSITE use for giving directions or can help guide us to and

IBA N’'DIAYE h h f ol- 1

1928-2008, SENEGAL t rougn uniamiliar places.

SAHEL

2001

OIL ON CANVAS
COURTESY MADAME FATOUMATA SOW DIOP
COLLECTION, DAKAR, SENEGAL

ABOVE RIGHT
MBUTI ARTIS



Environmental
Action

What words would you choose to
describe this work:

Look for a
wood sculpture
carved with a

chainsaw.




Can you find
the white
footprint?

Choose the work you
liked best in the exhibition.
Explain your choice to your group.




Did you miss
something
in the
exhibition?

¥

Smithsonian
National Museum of African Art

africa.si.edu






