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Bowdoin College 
 
Senior Vice President and Dean for Academic Affairs 
 
 
     March 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Faculty and Students, 
 
The last two weeks have been extraordinary, a time in which we have all had to dramatically 
change the way we think about our communities, our connections to one another, and how best 
to continue the academic program for the remainder of the semester. We write here to update you 
on our grading policy for Spring 2020. 
 
The committee on Governance and Faulty Affairs (GFA) sought the counsel of faculty about 
adjusting our grading policy for this exceptional semester, disrupted by the public health crisis 
we face and the subsequent transition to remote learning and teaching.  They have arrived at a set 
of recommendations that are in the attached Memo and summarized below for convenience. 
President Rose and Dean McCormack have approved them and plan to implement them. 
 
GFA recommends the College adopt a grading policy of Credit/No Credit (Crd/NC), with 
no option for letter grades.  A Credit (Crd) grade will indicate that a student has successfully 
satisfied learning expectations of a course through meaningful engagement; a grade of No Credit 
(NC) will indicate that a student has not. Individual instructors have the agency to determine the 
specific requirements for Credit or No Credit in their course. Students will earn distribution, 
division, major, and minor credit with a “Crd” grade. Any course completed with “Crd” in 
Spring 2020 will not count against their Bowdoin career limit of four CR/D/F courses. 
 
Further, they recommend: 
  

• Eligibility for Sarah and James Bowdoin (SJBS) Day will be based on Fall 
Bowdoin courses only (students who studied abroad in Fall will not be eligible for 
SJBS consideration, which is already the case).  
 

• The normal rules for students on academic probation will be waived, allowing 
Crd/NC to apply to them without penalty. Should they wish to withdraw from a 
course this semester, these students should consult with advisors, instructors, 
deans, the Registrar’s Office, the Office of Financial Aid, and the Recording 
Committee.  

 
• We recommend that in cases in which an instructor loses contact (or cannot 

establish contact) with a student, the instructor should reach out to the student’s 
dean and consider submitting a Comment Card.  These actions are recommended 
within one week of losing contact.  
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Members of GFA have done thoughtful and thorough work to arrive at this recommendation.  
We are deeply grateful for their leadership during this unprecedented time while also preparing 
to teach remotely.   Our best wishes to everyone. 

Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth McCormack 
Senior Vice President and Dean for Academic Affairs 
 
Janet K. Lohmann 
Senior Vice President and Dean for Student Affairs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


