
History/GWS 248:  FAMILY AND COMMUNITY IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
 

Primary Document Collections (on reserve in the library) 
 
General 
    Frederick M. Binder and David M. Reimers, The Way We Lived:  Essays and Documents in American 

Society History (Vol I:  1492-1877) 
    Eileen Boris and Nelson Lichtenstein, Major Problems in the History of American Workers:  

Documents and Essays 
    Robert Bremner, Children and Youth in America:  A Documentary History (Vol. 1:  1600-1865; 

Volume 2:  1866-1933) 
    Mary Beth Norton and Ruth M. Alexander, Major Problems in American Women’s History:  

Documents and Essays 
    Donald M. Scott and Bernard Wishy, America’s Families:  A Documentary History 
 
Colonial Era 
    John Demos, Remarkable Providences, 1600-1760 
    Perry Miller and Thomas Johnson, The Puritans:  A Sourcebook of their Writings  
    Richard Walsh, The Mind and Spirit of Early America:  Sources in American History 
 
Nineteenth Century 
    David Brion Davis, Antebellum American Culture:  An Interpretive Anthology 
    John Garraty, The Transformation of American Society, 1870-1890 
    Clyde A. Milner II and Anne M. Butler, Major Problems in the History of the American West:  

Documents and Essays 
    Jack M. Sosin, The Opening of the West 
 
Native Americans 
    Virginia Armstrong, I Have Spoken:  American History through the Voices of the Indians 
    James Axtell, Indian Peoples of Eastern America:  A Documentary History of the Sexes 
    Albert L. Hurtado and Peter Iverson, Major Problems in American Indian History:  Documents and 

Essays 
    Peter Nabokov, Native American Testimony: A Chronicle of Indian-White Relations from Prophecy to 

the Present, 1492-1992 
 
Slavery and African-Americans 
    Ira Berlin, Freedom:  A Documentary History of Emancipation, 1861-1867 
    John W. Blassingame, Slave Testimony:  Two Centuries of Letters, Speeches, Interviews, and 

Autobiographies 
    Paul D. Escott, Slavery Remembered 
    Philip A. Foner, Black Worker:  Documentary History from Colonial Times to the Present (8 volumes) 
    Michael Mullin, American Negro Slavery:  A Documentary History 
    Randall M. Miller, Dear Master:  Letters of a Slave Family 
    Willie Lee Rose, A Documentary History of Slavery in North America 
 
Instructions:  Select one primary document (rather than a secondary essay written by a contemporary 

historian), written by one author, that addresses an aspect, issue, concern, etc. about family and/or 
community in North America.  You may choose a primary document from any of the edited 
collections listed above, from other document collections or sources in the library, or you may 
search for a document online.    

     For the first essay, select a document written before 1800. 
     For the second essay, select a document written between 1800 and 1900. 
 
     If you find a primary document from another source, either in the library or on the internet, please 

check in with me before proceeding with your critical analysis. 


