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M A T T H E W  K L I N G L E           
 
c/o Environmental Studies Program • 6700 College Station • Bowdoin College • Brunswick, ME 04011-8467 
207-798-7141(o) • 207-725-3989 (fax) 
mklingle@bowdoin.edu 
http://bowdoin.edu/faculty/m/mklingle/ 
 
EDUCATION AND VITAE 

Ph.D., History, University of Washington, 2001 
• Dissertation: “Urban by Nature: An Environmental History of Seattle, 1880-1970”  
• Committee: Richard White (advisor), John M. Findlay, James N. Gregory, and Keith R. Benson 

M.A., History, University of Washington, 1995 
B.A., History, (high distinction in general scholarship, Phi Beta Kappa), University of California, Berkeley, 1990 

 
SELECTED ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT AND APPOINTMENTS 

2016-17, 2018- Director, Environmental Studies Program, Bowdoin College 
2011-16 Visiting Scientist, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Harvard-T.H. Chan School of 

Public Health, Harvard University (Dr. Ichiro Kawachi, Faculty Sponsor) 
2008- Associate Professor, Department of History and Environmental Studies Program (joint 

appointment with tenure), Bowdoin College 
2001-08 Assistant Professor, Department of History and Environmental Studies Program (joint 

appointment, tenure track), Bowdoin College 
1996-98 Graduate Instructor and Teaching Assistant, Department of History, University of Washington 
1994-96 Visiting Historian and John & Mary Ann Mangels Fellow, Museum of History & Industry and 

Department of History, University of Washington 
1989-93 Faculty, The College Preparatory School (grades 9-12), Oakland, California 
 
SELECTED MAJOR PUBLICATIONS AND REVIEW ESSAYS (* = peer reviewed) 

* Emerald City: An Environmental History of Seattle, The Lamar Series in Western History (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 2007; paperback and e-book, 2008) 

* “The Multiple Lives of Marjorie: The Dogs of Toronto and the Co-Discovery of Insulin,” Environmental 
History 23 (April 2018): 368-82 

* “Inescapable Paradoxes: Diabetes, Progress, and Ecologies of Inequality,” for “Forum: Technology, 
Ecology, and Human Health since 1850,” Environmental History 20 (October 2015): 736-50 

* “The Nature of Desire: Consumption in Environmental History,” in The Oxford Handbook of 
Environmental History, Andrew C. Isenberg, ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 
467-512 

* “Frontier Ghosts along the Urban Pacific Slope,” for Frontier Cities: Encounters at the Crossroads of 
Empire, Jay Gitlin, Barbara Berglund, and Adam Arenson, eds. (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2013), 121-45 

* “Fishy Thinking: Salmon and the Presence of History in Urban Environmental Politics, “ in Cities and 
Nature in the American West, Char Miller, ed. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2010), 73-95  

“Green Like Me?,” review essay of African American Environmental Thought: Foundations by Kimberly K. 
Smith. Reviews in American History 36 (June 2008): 294-302  

* “Fair Play: Outdoor Recreation and Environmental Inequality in Twentieth-century Seattle,” in The 
Nature of Cities: Culture, Landscape, and Urban Space Studies in Comparative History Series, 
Andrew Isenberg, ed. (Rochester, NY: University of Rochester Press in association with the 
Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies at Princeton University, 2006), 122-56 

* “Changing Spaces: Nature, Property, and Power in Seattle, 1890-1945,” Journal of Urban History 32 
(January 2006), 197-230 
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“Clio’s Rough Roads,” review essay on Paul Carter, The Road to Botany Bay: An Exploration of Landscape 
and History for “Anniversary Forum: What Books Should Be More Widely Read in 
Environmental History,” Environmental History 10 (October 2005): 702-04 

* “Fluid Dynamics: Water, Power, and the Reengineering of Seattle’s Duwamish River,” (Special Issue: 
Urban Water in the West), Journal of the West 44 (Summer 2005): 22-29  

* “Spaces of Consumption in Environmental History,” (Theme Issue: Environment and History), History 
and Theory 42 (December 2003): 94-110 

* “Plying Atomic Waters: Lauren R. Donaldson and the ‘Fern Lake concept’ of Fisheries Management,” 
Journal of the History of Biology, 31 (Spring 1998): 1-32  

Over twenty-five book reviews, including American Historical Review (2), Journal of American History, 
Environmental History, Pacific Historical Review (3), and Western Historical Quarterly (4) 

 
SELECTED WORKS-IN-PROGRESS (with tentative titles and progress to date) 

* Editor and organizer, “Making Places, Shaping Cities: Narrating Spatial History in Three American 
Cities,” special section for Journal of Urban History 44, no. 4 (July 2018): in production 

* “Sweet Blood: Diabetes and the Changing Nature of Modern Health,” book-length project under 
contract with Yale University Press (in progress) 

 
SELECTED HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRANTS 

Carson Writing Fellowship, Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, Ludwig-Maximillian 
University, Munich, Germany (for “Sweet Blood”), 2018, deferred to 2019 

Public Scholar Award, National Endowment for the Humanities (for “Sweet Blood”), 2017-18 
Franklin Research Grant, American Philosophical Society (for “Sweet Blood”), 2016  
Rockefeller Archive Center, Grant-in-Aid (for “Sweet Blood”), 2016  
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation New Directions Fellowship (for “Sweet Blood”), 2011-14 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer, 2009-21 (reappointed for fourth three-year 

term) 
Ray Allen Billington Prize, Organization of American Historians (for Emerald City), 2009 
Sydney B. Karofsky Prize for Junior Faculty (for distinction in teaching), Bowdoin College, 2006 
American Council of Learned Societies/Andrew W. Mellon Junior Faculty Fellowship, 2004-05 
Faculty Leave Fellowship, Faculty Development Fund, Bowdoin College, 2004-05 
Summer Stipend Award, National Endowment for the Humanities, 2004 
National Fellow, Environmental Leadership Program, 2002-04 
Best Dissertation in Urban History Prize, Urban History Association, 2002 
Science to Achieve Results Fellowship, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U-915597), 1999-2002 
Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, Science and Technology Studies Program (now Science and 

Society Program), National Science Foundation (SBR-9810796), 1998-99 
Alice Hamilton Prize, Best Article in Environmental History (published outside of the journal 

Environmental History), American Society for Environmental History, 1999 
Walter Rundell Graduate Student Award, Western History Association, 1997 
Rondeau Laverne Evans Fellowship, Department of History, University of Washington, 1997-98 
Summer Seminar Fellowship, Dibner Institute for the History of Science and Technology Seminar, 

“Ecology and Conservation Biology,” MIT/Marine Biological Laboratory, 1995 
John and Mary Ann Mangels Fellowship, Department of History, University of Washington, 1994-96 
Elizabeth Brown Ayers Fellowship, Department of History, University of Washington, 1993-94 

 
COURSES TAUGHT AT BOWDOIN COLLEGE 

First-year Seminars 
Frontier Crossings: The Western Experience in American History 

Introductory and Intermediate Surveys 
Environment and Culture in North American History 
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Borderlands and Empires in Early North America 
History of the American West 

Intermediate Seminars 
The City as American History 
Green Injustice: Environment and Equity in North American History 

Advanced Seminars 
Nature and Health in America and the World 
The Americas as Crossroads: Transnational Histories 
Consumption Junction: The Nature and Culture of Consumerism 
Nature’s Stories: Research Methods in Environmental History 

Honors Projects, Independent Studies, and Research Fellowships 
John Branch ‘16 (History): “The Beat Cop is Back: Community Policing and the Politics of Crime 

in Post-1960s New York City 
• Awarded the Class of 1875 Prize in American History 

Eduardo Castro ‘14 (History): “‘En La Unión Está Fuerza’: Social Activism and Latino Identity in 
Postwar Milwaukee” 

• Awarded the Class of 1875 Prize in American History 
Wallace Scot McFarlane ‘09 (History): “The Limits of Progress: Walter Lawrance and the 

Shifting Terrain of Science, Pollution, and Environmental Politics on Maine’s 
Androscoggin River, 1941-1977” 

• Co-awarded the Class of 1875 Prize in American History 
• Revised version published as “Defining a Nuisance: Pollution, Science, and 

Environmental Politics on Maine’s Androscoggin River,” Environmental History 17 (April 
2012): 307-35 

Jimei Hon ‘09 (History): “Becoming Cosmopolitan: Women, Alcohol, and Class Politics in New 
York City, 1880-1930” 

Luke McKay ‘07 (Environmental Studies): “‘No Man’s Garden’: The Changing Nature of the 
Wilderness Idea in Maine” 

Jennifer I-Ling Bernstein ‘06 (History): “Outpost of Idealism: The Amalgamated Housing 
Cooperative and the Pursuit of a Just Society” 

• Awarded the Class of 1875 Prize in American History 
Matthew Thomson ‘06 (History): “‘A Personal Share in This Great Contest’: The Civil War and 

Maine’s Fessenden Family” 
Jeremy Katzen ‘04 (History): “‘Political Smog’: Edmund Muskie and the Emergence of Modern 

Environmental Politics” 
• Awarded the Class of 1875 Prize in American History 

Ryan Davis ‘04 (Environmental Studies): “No Common Ground: Management, Politics, and 
Compromise in the Gulf of Maine—A Documentary Video” 

Gordon Clark ‘03 (History): “Against the Current: The Yakima for Native Fishing Rights in 
Washington State, 1850-1950” 

• Awarded the Class of 1875 Prize in American History 
Sarah Lipinoga ‘03 (Environmental Studies): “Managing Oil and Nature in Eden: Transculturation 

and Resistance among the Huaorani of Eastern Ecuador” 
Supervised 12 student research fellowships and 18 independent studies (since Fall 2001) 

 
SELECTED GENERAL AUDIENCE ARTICLES, OP-ED ESSAYS, ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES  

“Atlantic Rivers, Lost and Found,” in Take Me to the River: Photographs of Atlantic Rivers by Michael Kolster 
(Staunton, VA: George F. Thompson Publishing, 2016): 213-27 
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“Nature Lovers may #OptOutside on Black Friday, But They Consume Resources Year Round.” The 
Conversation, published November 17, 2017, https://theconversation.com/nature-lovers-may-
optoutside-on-black-friday-but-they-consume-resources-year-round-87709 (updated version of 
article published November 16, 2016) 

“Can Black Friday Turn Green? Outdoor Retailing and the Paradoxes of Eco-Friendly Shopping.” The 
Conversation, published November 18, 2016, https://theconversation.com/can-black-friday-turn-
green-outdoor-retailers-and-the-paradoxes-of-eco-friendly-shopping-68022 

“River Glass,” with photographs by Michael Kolster, Boom: A Journal of California 5:2 (Summer 2015): 
42-51 

“Seattle, Washington,” in Encyclopedia of American Environmental History, Kathleen A. Brosnan, ed. (New 
York: Facts on File, 2010), 1173-76 

“Burdens of History Haunt the Duwamish,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, December 7, 2007 
“Class Notes: Thoughts on Diversity in the Classroom and Environmentalism’s Past,” in Diversity and the 

Future of the U.S. Environmental Movement, Emily Enderle, ed. (New Haven: Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies Publication Series, 2007), 73-94 

“Caste from the Past” (with Joseph E. Taylor III, Simon Fraser University), for “Poverty and the 
Environment: A Grist Special Series,” Grist Magazine, published March, 8, 2006, 
http://www.grist.org/comments/soapbox/2006/03/08/klingle/ 

“Pacific Northwest” and “Pacific Salmon” (with Matthew Booker) in History in Dispute, Volume 7: Water 
and the Environment Since 1945: Global Perspectives, Char Miller, Mark Cioc, and Kate Showers, 
eds. (New York: St. James Press/Gale Publications, 2001): 188-203 

 
SELECTED RECENT EXHIBITS AND MULTIMEDIA MATERIALS 

Guest Curator, “Frontier Visions: The American West in Image and Myth,” Bowdoin College Museum of 
Art, co-curated with the students of History 1020: Frontier Crossings: The Western Experience 
in American History, May 8-June 8, 2014  

“A River Lost and Found: The Androscoggin River in Time and Place,” invited exhibition with Michael 
Kolster, Associate Professor of Visual Art, Bowdoin College Museum of Art, July 13-September 
16, 2012, http://www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum/exhibitions/2012/river-lost-and-found.shtml 

“The Androscoggin River: A Living History,” curriculum project for Maine state middle school students 
with students at Bowdoin College, http://learn.bowdoin.edu/apps/es/drupal/ 

“Building Nature: Topics in the Environmental History of Seattle and Spokane—A Curriculum Project for 
the History of the Pacific Northwest in Washington State Schools,” Seattle: Center for the 
Study of the Pacific Northwest, University of Washington, 2006 
http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/Website/Classroom%20Materials/Curriculum
%20Packets/Building%20Nature/Building%20Nature%20Main.html 

Historian and Consultant, Salmon Stakes: People, Technology, Nature, Museum of History & Industry, 
Seattle, WA. Semi-permanent exhibit, opened January 1998 

“A History Bursting With Telling: Asian Americans in Washington State History—A Curriculum Project 
for the History of the Pacific Northwest in Washington State Schools,” Seattle: Center for the 
Study of the Pacific Northwest, University of Washington, 1997 
http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/Website/Classroom%20Materials/Curriculum
%20Packets/Asian%20Americans/Asian%20American%20Main.html 

 
SELECTED RECENT INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

“Rendering Health: An Environmental History of Industrial Meat and Insulin,” Science Studies Seminar, 
Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities, Vanderbilt University, March 13, 2018 

“Solvent Stories: Water and Power in North American History,” keynote address for “Water and the 
Making of Place in North America,” Program in American Studies, Princeton University, 
October 14-15, 2016 

“Commodities Enchained: Diet, Environment and the Diabetes Epidemic in Native North America,” 
invited paper for “Toxic Bodies and Places: Environment, Justice, and Health History,” 2016 
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Scholarly Session of the Sigerist Circle at the American Association for the History of Medicine, 
April 28, 2016 

“Scales of Justice: Salmon and Ecologies of Inequality in Seattle and Urban North America,” College of 
William and Mary, March 17, 2016 

“‘Killer Diseases,’ the McGovern Committee, and the Nature of American Health Inequities,” 
Environmental Studies Program, Wellesley College, February 24, 2016 

“A Disease of Civilization?: Diabetes, Race, and the Changing Nature of American Health,” 
Environmental History: A Lecture Series, Carnegie Mellon University, February 13, 2014 

Panelist, “New Directions Roundtable: Environmental History,” Organization of American Historians 
Annual Meeting, San Francisco, April 12, 2013 

“Sweet Blood: Toward an Environmental History of Diabetes, Chronic Disease, and Race in North 
America,” Center for Historical Research, Program in Health, Disease, and Environment in 
World History, The Ohio State University, March 1, 2013 

“Sweet Blood: Natives, Environment, and the Changing Nature of Diabetes Mellitus Epidemiology, 
History of Science and History of Medicine Colloquium, Yale University, November 12, 2012 

“Sweet Blood: Natives, Environment, and the Changing Nature of Diabetes Mellitus Epidemiology,” 
Department of History, Native American and Indigenous Studies Program, and the College of 
Nursing, University of Massachusetts at Boston, October 17, 2012 

“A River Lost and Found: The Androscoggin River in Time and Place” (with Michael Kolster, Associate 
Professor of Art, Bowdoin College), Bates College, October 17, 2011 

“Goodbye Yellow Brick Road: History, Nature, and Inequities in the American Metropolitan Landscape,” 
Environmental Studies Program Colloquium, Colby College, March 8, 2011 

“Hard Green: The Changing Natures of American Inequality,” Keynote Address, Mellon 23 Collaborative 
Workshop on Nature, Race, and Ethnicity: Curriculum and Pedagogy, Middlebury College, 
October 15-16, 2010 

“Natural Desires: Toward an Environmental History of American Consumerism,” Organization of 
American Historians Distinguished Lecturer, Nichols College, April 20, 2010 

“The Nature of Equity in the American City,” Urban History Association Annual Luncheon at the 
Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Seattle, March 27, 2009 

 
SELECTED RECENT MEDIA APPEARANCES 

Interview for “Has Seattle Always Been So Progressive?,” by Caroline Chamberlain, KUOW-FM 
(Seattle), January 24, 2017 

Interview for WGME-13 (Portland) on water contamination in Flint, MI, February 11, 2016, 
http://wgme.com/sports/bowdoin-professor-weighs-in-on-flint-water-crisis 

Interview for “The Marlboro Man on Public Lands” for The Briefing Powered by Dartmouth, Sirius XM 
Insight Radio Channel 121, January 9, 2016 

Edgar Allen Beem, “A River Lost and Found: Klingle and Kolster on the Androscoggin,” Bowdoin 
Magazine vol. 84, no. 1 (Fall 2012): 14-23, http://alumni.bowdoin.edu/gateway/magazine 

Interview for 207 Magazine, WCSH-6 (Portland), for “A River Lost and Found: The Androscoggin River 
in Time and Place,” with Michael Kolster, Associate Professor of Art, July 12, 2012, 
http://www.bowdoindailysun.com/2012/07/video-klingle-and-kolster-on-wegman-companion-
exhibit-a-river-lost-and-found-wcsh/ 

Interview for “The Androscoggin: Now and Now” (with Michael Kolster, Associate Professor of Visual 
Art), by Kathryn Skelton, Sun Journal (Lewiston/Auburn, ME), Sunday Edition, October 16, 2011, 
B1, B5, http://www.sunjournal.com/bplus/story/1100932 

Interview for “Facing the Future,” by Barry Yeoman, Audubon Magazine (September-October 2011): 
64-69, 86-87, http://www.audubonmagazine.org/articles/living/facing-future 

Interview for “The Viaduct: A History,” produced by Dominic Black for KUOW-FM (Seattle), broadcast 
July 6-9, 2010, https://www.kuow.org/specials/viaduct.php 

Interview for “Urbs in Horto: New Directions in Urban Environmental History” for “Nature’s Past” 
Podcast, Network in Canadian History and Environment (NiCHE), Volume 13, posted March 3, 
2010, http://niche-canada.org/naturespast 
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SELECTED RECENT PROFESSIONAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE  

• Professional Service 

Alice Hamilton Prize Committee for Best Article Outside the Journal, Environmental History, 2017-2020 
Editorial Board, Environmental History, 2011-15 
Committee Member, Ray Allen Billington Prize for the Best Book in American Frontier History, 2011-13 
Board of Directors, Urban History Association, 2003-06, 2009-11 
Reviewer, NEH Summer Stipends, American History and American Studies, 2009 
Best Dissertation in Urban History Prize Committee, Urban History Association, 2006 
Board of Trustees, Environmental Leadership Program, 2004-06 
Manuscript Reviewer (since 2001): Oxford University Press, Yale University Press (3), Princeton 

University Press (2), University of Chicago Press (3), University of North Carolina Press (3), 
University of Washington Press, Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, University of Pittsburgh Press, 
University of Nebraska Press (2), Rutgers University Press, Penn State University Press, Journal of 
American History, Environmental History, Pacific Historical Review, Journal of Urban History, 
International Labor and Working Class History, Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Journal of Southern 
History, Urban History Review/Revue d'histoire urbaine 

Grant Reviewer, Science and Society Program, National Science Foundation, 2002, 2006, 2009 

• Bowdoin College 
Roux Center for the Environment Program Committee, 2016-17 
Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship Advisory Committee, 2016-17 
Committee on Governance and Faculty Affairs (elected), 2013-16 
Faculty Meeting Moderator (appointed as member of Governance and Faculty Affairs), 2013-14 
Working Group on Faculty Diversity (appointed), 2010-11 
Committee on Appeals and Faculty Grievances (elected), Committee Chair, 2008-09 
Faculty Development Committee (appointed), 2008-09 
Committee on Governance (elected) and Faculty Representative to the Trustees (appointed), 2005-07 
Environmental Studies Committee, 2001- 

• Community Service and Public Talks 
“Shopping Towards Gomorrah: Toward an Environmental History of Modern Consumerism,” Wells 

National Estuarine Research Reserve, Wells, ME, November 28, 2018 
“Take Me to the River,” (with Michael Kolster, Associate Professor of Art, Bowdoin College), Gallery 

263, Cambridge, MA, February 19, 2015 
“A River Lost and Found: The Androscoggin River in Time and Place,” (with Michael Kolster, Associate 

Professor of Art, Bowdoin College), Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, Bowdoinham, ME, December 
11, 2013 

“Geographies of Hope: Nature and the American City,” public lecture for Winter Wisdom, Curtis 
Memorial Library, Brunswick, Maine, January 13, 2010 

Presentation and discussion on Emerald City for Institutional Racism and Social Justice Program, City of 
Seattle Legislative Department, March 26, 2009 

Discussion leader for Emerald City, Cornerstones of Science, Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick, Maine, 
April 22, May 6, 2008 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

American Society for Environmental History, American Association for the History of Medicine, The 
Authors Guild, Environmental Leadership Program, Organization of American Historians, Sigerist Circle, 
Urban History Association, Western History Association 

 
REFERENCES (available upon request) 

 


