Three trends are threatemmng sustainapinty of Maine’ s forests
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For centuries, the forests
now covering more than nine-
tenths of Maine's land have
provided goods ahd services
important to residents and vis-
itors —, including food, fuel,
timber, paper, clean water —

and opportunities’for recre-.

ation and inspiration. Today,
our woodlands are a founda-
tion of Maine’s two largest
economic sectors, forest prod
ucts and tourism.

"They also peirform life-sus-
taining ecological functions by
controlling ﬂoods and erosion,
moderating, climate, capturing

carbon dioxide and providing .
habitat for wildlife, from lynx

to loons to louseworts.
Our vision for Maine's leg-
endary woodlands incorpo-

rates each of the dimensions.

of ‘sustainability: economy, by

managing forests for a sus- .

tainable flow of gpods and
services; community, by
bullding thriving rural com-
munities; and environment,
by restoring healthy, resilient
forest ecosystems for future
generations,

However, three trends threat-

en sustainability. The first is’

massive forest land salés, cou-
pled with an increase in spécu-
lative real estate development,
The second is unsustainable
timber harvesting, together

© with technological transfor-

mation of logging and mill

operations, The third is a loss
.of backcountry wiiderness
. qualities. .
Since late 1998, five' miluon
acres — roughly half of the: |
lands in Mairie's Unorganized | .
Territories —have changed -

hands in large-scale transac-
tions. These massive land sales

.are part of global restructur-

ing in the pulp and paper

-industry. Major purchases. by

forestry and investment com-

panies — with a reputation for

liquidation harvesting, subdi-

vision, and development — -
compound existing concerns ‘

for otir forests.

The increase in ~speculative.
forest ownership coincides
with surging demand for back-

cquntty leisure homes and pri-.

vate “kinigdoms." The proposal

announced this month to build,

89 mew homes on a spectacular

est example, These trends are
fragmenting wildlife habitat
and diminishing some of our
most prized recnaational land-
scapes. ’

For decades, industridl

landowners have over-harvest-
ed our woodlands. In the 1970s,

a tradition of destructive high-
grading — “take the best; leave

“ the rest” — gave way to mas:
sive whole tree clearcuts cover-
ing thousands of acres, Many
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g Ianges. _
lake near Moosehead is'the lat- . L

- 'NEXT IN-A: SERIES of .
‘monthly golumns’ provid-,
ed by the Maine Sus-
talnable Development
Working Group, a net-
. work of 21 Maine orga-

. nizations promoting an
_integrated and farsight:
ed approéch to Maine's
environmental, econom- .
ic and community chal-

ch,ariahed places will take’
decades or centuries to recov-

‘er. At the same time, the use of

herbicides to kill hardwoods in

favor of softwoods has left our

forests less resilient.
Although clearcutting and. ;
herbiciding havé declined, the
Maine Forest Service esti-
mates that logging is still well

.above annual growth for key

species, Stump-to-mill mecha-

nization, together with unsus-

tainable timber "mining,"
" threatens workers and com-
munities, According to theUS. '
Departihetit-of Commerce, for-

. est products jobs statewide

have declined 20 percent gince
the mid-1980s, ‘with even heav.
fer losses in regions most
dependent on woods and mill
jobs, Forecasts indicate there

" will be evenfewer forest-sector

jobsin the future. =
Compared , with most
states, Mn_i_ne has litfle pub-
lic land. 'However; there is a
long tradition of open access
“to.millions of acres of pri-

. vate woodlands for hunting,
fishing, birdirg and canoe-

ing. Historlcally, access was

limited to dedicated out-
" doorspeople.

The very
remoteness of the woods
preserved their wilderness
qualities.‘That has changed
dramattcally with construo
tioh' of 26,000 mﬂes of log
ging roads, . -

Motorized recres.tion. and
widespread vehicular access
are harming. the North Woods
in unanticipated. ways ‘The
multiplicdtion of road access.
points iriténsifies. congestion
on the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway. So1l erosioti from
all-ferrain vehicles degrades
fragile salmon spaw’nh:g sites
on- ‘Washington * County
streams:.Jet skis on our lakes
impade Toon raproduction
Snowmobﬂing near and acrosg
.the Appaiachian Trait disrupts
backcountw ‘skiirig and winter
hiking.,

Oumulative changes in

Maine's North Woods, although
troubling, present opportuni:
ties for innovation in the public

" interest. But'a strategy for-sus-
tainable stewardship requires
_bold action. Here, briefly, are '
five ideas to carry the best of

Maine's forest traditions into
the 21st century

.

C‘ampared‘ with.
most states, .

"‘Maine.has litle

-+ publicland

To secure our common forest
heritage,' we need a dramatic
expansion of public forestland
ownership. The Maine Eco-
nomic Growth Council’s pro-
posed.doubling of publiclands
by 2020 is on the right track
but is not enough. A value-
added tax oh wood products
plus recreational user fees

‘could atgment the state's

funds for land purchases, And
our leaders must press for

greater federal support.to pro-

. tect natural® treasures- of

national significance,

To halt forest degradation;
Maine needs more effective
incentives to limit timber har-
vesting to sustainable levéls.
Our framework of taxes and
regulations ‘should be
redesigned to encourage large
owners to seek credible, ifide-

pendent certification that their -
' management. practices' meet
sustainability standards.

To contain cmnulaﬂve w.bdi

- vision and deveélopment in-the .

North Woods, the Land Use

. Regulation Comnﬂssion needs

stronger authority to enforce

the zoning prlncipies setoutin .
its visionary comprehensive
plan, Guiding real estate devel-
opment away from remote

. areas &nd to commuriities on

the edge of the big woods will
help protect unspoiled back-
country areas, i

A far-sighted.-manngement
plan for public lands would -
substantially increase the
acreage dedicated to ecological
reserves and establish a sys.’

- tem of roadless and motorless .

wilderness areas.

In northern and downeast -
regions, a cumulative-eco- )
nomic transformation has
been'underway for decades,
With greater déetermination
and creéativity, we can foster
the economic diversification
needed to revitalize rural
communities.

For centuries, the Maine

“woods have, been oné of the

world's outstanding working-
forests, recreationalt land-
scapes and wilderness regions.
To'sustain these three roles in

. the future, we should heed the

lessons from‘ecological and .

, eb‘oq‘omfc collapse in other
times-and places, and insist

that lyia_ine*s leaders restore
balance to our forest and rural
dgvelopmgnt‘ policies.

JYM ST. PIERRE /s Malne director of
Restore: The North Woods. David Vail
‘teaches ecological economics and sustain-
able dmlopmcn: at Bowdoln Co!lege.




