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Yangtze River Basin
Rich and globally important biodiversity

2/3 biological resources of the nation
370 fish species, 142 native species



Environmental Issues



Energy Solution for China



Energy Consumption of US

Total energy consumption in US, by type (2004)

Source: US Energy Information Administration
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Energy Supply 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

China Europe US-100

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

China Europe US

Natural gasCoal
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

China Europe US

Imports

Products
Oil



Critical Threats

Countries Population Land Area 
(square km)

Exploitable 
hydropower 
capacity per 
year (billion 
KWh/year)

2004/2005 
hydropower 
output per 
year (billion 
KWh/year)

Installed 
hydropower 
capacity 
(GW)

China 1.3 billion 9.6 million 1753 395.2 (23%) 116.52

US 293 million 9.37 million 376 300 (80%) 78.2

Canada 32.5 
million 9.91 million 536 353 (66%) 69.5

Brazil 184 million 8.51 million 763.5 336.8 (44%) 69.08

Russia 143 million 17.07 million 852 167 (20%) 45

France 60 million 549 
thousand 72 69.8 (97%) 25.47

Norway 4.57 
million

324 
thousand 187 106.1 (57%) 27.7

To 2020，the total installed 
hydropower capacity will reach 300 
GW (technical exploitable hydropower capacity is 
541GW and economic exploitable hydropower capacity 

is 402GW), so the average increase 
per year will be more than 10 GW.



Key Strategies

Yangtze River Freshwater Ecoregional 
Assessment 

Environmental Flows

Hydropower Compensation Fund

Monitoring Network

CAP (Conservation Action Plan) of the Fish 
Reserve

Dam Removal



Yangtze River Freshwater 
Ecoregional Assessment



0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

35000

12/19/1964 7/7/1965 1/23/1966 8/11/1966 2/27/1967 9/15/1967

F
lo

w
 (c

m
s)

Environmental Flows

Intermediate Flow Year, With Flood Pool
Summer Target 6000 m3/s
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Energy Demand
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Partnership Building

National Energy Bureau

Yangtze Water 
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The Nature Conservancy
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