
Expenses

COLLEGE CHARGES

FEES FOR THE  2009–2010 academic year are listed below. Travel, books, and personal expenses 
are not included; the student must budget for such items on his/her own. For planning purposes, 
students and parents should anticipate that tuition and other charges will increase each year 
to refl ect program changes and other cost increases experienced by the College.

    By Semester                  Full Year
Tuition*   $19,802.50  $39,605.00
Housing       2,542.50      5,085.00
Board (19-meal plan)      2,897.50      5,795.00
Student Activities Fee*         207.50         415.00
Class Dues*:
 Seniors            30.00           60.00
 Other classes           15.00           30.00
Technology Fee**           50.00         100.00
Health Insurance (See Healthcare section, page 22.)
 
* Required fees for all students.
** Applicable only to students in College housing.

Off-Campus Study Fee
The College assesses a fee for participation in off-campus study programs for which Bowdoin 
degree credit is desired. The fee for 2009–2010 is $1,000 per program. The fee is waived for 
students attending the ISLE Program in Sri Lanka.

Registration and Enrollment
All continuing students are required to register for courses during registration week of the 
prior semester in accordance with the schedules posted at the College. Any student who 
initially registers after the fi rst week of classes must pay a $20 late fee. All students are 
further required to submit an Enrollment Form by the end of the fi rst week of classes. While 
registration places students in courses, the Enrollment Form serves to notify the College that 
the student is on campus and attending classes. A fee of $20 is assessed for late submission 
of the Enrollment Form.
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Refunds
Students leaving the College during the course of a semester are refunded tuition and fees 
based on the following schedule:

During the fi rst two weeks...................... 80%
During the third week............................. 60%
During the fourth week........................... 40%
During the fi fth week.............................. 20%
Over fi ve weeks......................................     No refund

After adjustments for fi xed commitments and applicable overhead expense, refunds for 
room and board are prorated on a daily basis in accordance with the student’s attendance 
based on the College’s calendar. Students who are dismissed from the College within the fi rst 
fi ve weeks for other than academic or medical reasons are not entitled to refunds. Financial 
aid awards will be credited in proportion to educational expenses, as stipulated in a student’s 
award letter, but in no case will they exceed total charges to be collected. Title IV funds will 
be refunded in accordance with federal regulations. Refunds will be made within thirty days 
of the student’s departure.

Financial Aid
There are opportunities at Bowdoin to receive fi nancial aid in meeting the charge for tuition. 
Detailed information about scholarships and other fi nancial aid may be found on pages 
15–19.
Room and Board
First-year students and sophomores are guaranteed housing and are required to live on campus. 
Entering fi rst-year students may indicate their residence needs on a preference card issued 
by the Residential Life Offi ce during the summer preceding their arrival at Bowdoin. The 
Director of Residential Life coordinates housing accommodations for the remaining classes 
through a lottery system.

Residence hall suites consist of a study and bedroom, provided with essential furniture. 
Students should furnish blankets and pillows; linen and laundry services are available at 
moderate cost. College property is not to be removed from the building or from the room 
in which it belongs; occupants are held responsible for any damage to their rooms or 
furnishings.

Board charges are the same regardless of whether a student eats at the Moulton Union 
or Thorne Hall. Students who live in Bowdoin facilities, except apartments and a few other 
student residences, are required to take a 19-meal, 14-meal, or 10-meal residential board plan. 
First-year students are required to take the 19-meal plan for their entire fi rst year on campus. 
Students living in College apartments or off campus may purchase a 9-meal or declining 
balance board plan or one of the residential plans, if they choose.

Other College Charges
All damage to the buildings or other property of the College by persons unknown may be 
assessed equally on all residents of the building in which the damage occurred. The Student 
Activities Fee is set by the student government, and its expenditure is allocated by the Student 
Activities Fee Committee.
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Healthcare
The facilities of the Peter Buck Center for Health and Fitness and the Counseling Service are 
available to all students. All students must maintain health insurance coverage while enrolled 
at Bowdoin. The College offers its own policy for those students who do not carry comparable 
insurance. The College’s policy provides year-round coverage, whether a student is enrolled 
at Bowdoin or in an approved off-campus study program. The basic, full-year accident and 
sickness insurance plan costs $1,082. The cost for the extended plan is $1,491.

A pamphlet specifying the coverage provided by the student health policy is available 
from the Health Center and will be mailed in the summer preceding the policy year. Any 
costs not covered by the insurance will be charged to the student’s account.

Motor Vehicles
All motor vehicles, including motorcycles and motor scooters, used on campus or owned and/
or operated by residents of any College-owned residence must be registered with the Offi ce 
of Safety and Security. The registration decals cost $40 and are valid for the academic year in 
which they are purchased. Vehicles must be reregistered each academic year. Students wishing 
to register a vehicle for a period of time less than one semester must make special arrangements 
with the Offi ce of Safety and Security. All students maintaining motor vehicles at the College 
are required to carry adequate liability insurance. The College assumes no responsibility for 
the security of or damage to vehicles parked on campus. Parking on campus is limited and 
students will be assigned parking space based on availability. Comprehensive information 
regarding motor vehicles and campus parking is available at www.bowdoin.edu/security/
parkingandpermits/index.shtml and in the Bowdoin College Student Handbook online.

PAYMENT OF COLLEGE BILLS
By registering for courses, a student incurs a legal obligation to pay tuition and fees. This 
debt may be canceled only if a student offi cially withdraws from the College before the start 
of classes. Students’ accounts must be current for semester enrollment and course registration 
to occur. After the fi rst week of classes, students who have not enrolled for any reason are 
dropped from courses. A student’s access to his/her residence hall, meal plan, and the library 
is deactivated at that time. The student is placed on an involuntary leave of absence for the 
semester (see Academic Standards and Regulations, pages 30–43). Degrees, diplomas, and 
transcripts are not available to students with overdue accounts.

Bills for tuition, board, room rent, and fees for the fall and spring semesters are generated 
in July and December, respectively. Effective July 2009, bills will be delivered exclusively 
online. Payment for each semester is due 30 days from the billing date. Bills are sent to the 
student unless the Bursar is requested in writing to direct them to someone other than the 
student.

Payment may be made by the semester due date, by installment payment plan over the 
course of the semester, or by combining the two options. Bowdoin does not have its own 
in-house payment plan. Students may choose from two outside installment payment plan 
agencies offered: SallieMae’s TuitionPay and Tuition Management Systems (TMS). Credit 
cards are not accepted by Bowdoin College in payment of college charges.
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